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DWR TO INCREASE DUST CONTROL MEASURES AT 
OROVILLE SPILLWAY CONSTRUCTION ZONE 

 
Oroville, California - The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) is working 
with the Butte County Air Quality Management District (AQMD) to protect workers and 
nearby residents during the debris-removal operation at the base of the Oroville Dam 
flood control spillway.  
 
During recent air quality and sediment testing, natural-occurring asbestos was 
discovered in limited areas near the construction zone. Natural-occurring asbestos 
(NOA) is a common feature of California geology. DWR has safely and successfully 
worked with NOA using standard operating procedures.  
 
While air monitoring and mineral sampling indicate that the risk to workers and the 
surrounding community is minimal, out of an abundance of caution, DWR has submitted 
a dust-control plan to the AQMD and is monitoring air quality at the work site and in 
nearby neighborhoods.  
 
From the outset, crews removing debris have used dust control measures; including 
wetting soil with water trucks and using wet drilling methods to minimize dust, and 
employing rumble strips on roads to reduce dirt collecting on heavy equipment. 
Additional measures may include washing of trucks and tires, implementing the use of 
personal air monitors in key areas, and increased air sampling.  
 
DWR will continue to coordinate with local air quality officials, geologists, and safety 
officers to monitor and mitigate any air quality risks as work proceeds. DWR will also 
provide updates in its Incident Reports as events warrant. 
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For information on lake conditions – including lake levels, inflows, and outflows – visit 
the Oroville Reservoir page on the California Data Exchange Center. 
 
For more information, visit DWR’s Oroville Spillway Incident web page. 
 
Download images from DWR’s photo gallery.  Log-in required for download.  
 
Video available on DWR’s YouTube page. 

http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/queryF?ORO
http://www.water.ca.gov/oroville-spillway/index.cfm
https://pixel-ca-dwr.photoshelter.com/galleries/C0000OxvlgXg3yfg/G00003YCcmDTx48Y/Oroville-Spillway-Damage
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ejzKW0_i6s&list=PLeod6x87Tu6eVFnSyEtQeOVbxvSWywPlx

